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(Schott). Gerhard Graf-Martinez is a passionate flamenco guitarist and teacher. The wealth of his

knowledge is captured in this two-volume work, which also reflects valuable experience gained from

his activities as a tutor at national and international seminars and workshops. The CD included with

volume 1 contains all the pieces and musical examples for Volumes 1 and 2. Besides being a pure

pleasure to listen to "Flamenco puro," it also conveys the authentic sound and the pulsating

"compas" of this music. This is the only way to learn to play the music properly yourself. The DVD

will take you to the passionate world of Flamenco, and you will quickly immerse yourself in this

Spanish musical phenomenon.
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OVERVIEWGerhard Graf-MartÃnez, according to the Preface, has played guitar for forty years,

and been a professional Flamenco player and teacher for over twenty, having organised classes

with AndrÃ©s Batista in 1983 and 1984. Shortly after giving this information, the author writes: "I will

be pleased to answer any questions related to this guitar method and Flamenco in general", giving

address, phone, fax, website and e-mail! This is certainly a generous, not to say astonishing,

offer.His Flamenco Guitar Method is an ambitious undertaking, comprising two DVDs and their

corresponding books, plus a CD.This Method is not for beginners to the guitar, although it might

serve for beginners to Flamenco: "Notation and tablature are not explained in this book because I

assume that everyone knows these facts, as well as the basic techniques of the classical guitar". I



would advise at least a year of playing, and preferably two, before attempting it. Also, of course, to

play any kind of music well you must listen to it â€” lots of it â€” until you know it intimately.The books

I received are entirely in English; German versions are also available. The DVDs allow either

German or English to be selected. In either case the underlying video is the same, but if English is

chosen the captions are in English â€” as is the audio, except when the author is shown speaking.

When the latter happens, his German explanations are muted, while he provides voice-overs in

English that is fluent, clear and grammatical.
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